


efforts made to find noncustodial parent; identity of any person willing to take
custody of the child. For any such person, DCF is required to assess person’s
suitability and is authorized to perform a complete criminal record check.

Temporary Care Order (current detention order): (§ 5308)

Requires Court to return custody to custodial parent unless return home is contrary to
child’s welfare based on the presence of any one of five conditions. If full custody 1s
not returned to custodial parent, the statute imposes a preferential sequence for custody
orders: 1. conditional custody order to custodial parent; 2. custody to noncustodial
parent; 3. custody to certain close relatives (grandparents, step-parents, siblings, etc.); 4.
custody to other relatives or a person with a close relationship with the child; or 5. DCF.
Preferential treatment for relatives is limited to 90 days from date of custody or
disposition whichever occurs earlier.

Conditional Custody Order: At each stage of proceeding, court has the option to issue
a conditional custody order placing child in custody of parent subject to conditions that
can be monitored by DCF through protective supervision.  (§ 5102 (5))

Timelines for hearings:

o 15 days between preliminary and pretrial, (§ 5313, 5316)

O Merits adjudicated 60 days from removal (except for good cause); (§ 5313)
O 28 days between merits and disposition case plan filing; (§ 5315, 5316)

O 35 days from merits to Disposition hearing. (§ 5317)

Initial Case Plan: DCF required to file an initial case plan 60 days from date child
comes into DCF custody. (§ 5314)

Merits Hearing: If everyone agrees, Court may waive preparation of disposition case
plan and proceed directly to disposition based on the initial case plan. (§ 5315)

Disposition Case Plan (current disposition report): (§ 5316)
Format dovetails with federal requirements so that DCF social worker does not have to
write two different documents that say the same thing.

Disposition order: Details seven custody options for court (no order of preference);

If court transfers custody to a non custodial parent or relative, court must make findings

regarding the suitability of that person to have custody; Court must adopt a permanency
goal and approve a case plan. (§ 5319)

Parent Child Contact: Bill establishes a presumption in favor of parent child contact.

o To the degree possible, contact schedule should be consistent with any court
ordered scheduled already in place in a divorce or parentage case.

0 Court determines frequency and duration of contact and may also set conditions.

0 Includes provisions regarding modification or termination of contact.  (§ 5319)

Sibling Contact: Court authorized to order contact between siblings. (§ 5319)

Post Disposition Review Hearing: Court is required to hold a hearing 60 days after
disposition order issued in order to monitor progress on the disposition plan.(§ 5320)

Permanency Review; Court may accept or reject the case plan at permanency review,
but may not order a specific placement. (§ 5321)



VII. Miscellaneous

® Requires DCF to separate victim from perpetrator whenever possible at Woodside.
(§ 5322)

®  Child Support: eliminates requirement in current law that precludes collection of child
support debts from parents who receive public assistance (funds received from public
assistance are still not considered income for the purpose of calculating support).
[Reverses recent Supreme Court ruling in Cardiff case] (sec. 9)

® DCF has to report to the Legislature regarding parents with disabilities and procedures
for assisting them (sec. 10)

e (Creates new council to plan and develop an implementation plan to better address age
appropriate response to older youth within juvenile justice system (initial jurisdiction
over 16 and 17 years olds). (sec. 12)



